1. Adult moths (~
30mm wingspan) lay
small egg clusters
on flowers, bracts |,
and the flag leaf of |
emerging bunches |

(Nacolaia octasema)

Moths are active fliers, moving \

50m) /

6. Adults emerge in ~ 7-10 days
and repeat the cycle \

Banana scab moth life cycle & biology

between plants and blocks (30 -

.

- < 2. Eggs hatch in ~3-5 days
| Into small caterpillars
(larvae)

'3

3. Larvae feed on
developing fruit, moving
down the bunch under
the protection of bracts.

Feeding causes
superficial scab-like
damage on fruit skin

-

4. Larvae develop through several
stages increasing in size from 1.5
to 30mm long in~ 10 -14 days.

5. Pupation occurs in the bracts, leaf
margins or nearby debris on the

s AT 39

ground. Wrapped in a silk cocoon.

Full cycle completed
~20 - 30 days

Cycle completed on plant and in
surrounding environment

.

ID hint: Look for frass
(waste) from larvae

Seasonality: year-round, higher
pressure in warm, wet conditions

Critical control:

damage
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