
5. Pupating in the topsoil 
around the plant base and 
directly beneath the bunch

3. Eggs hatch into 
feeding nymphs after ~8 
days – growing through 

several nymphal 
changes (0.5 - 1mm) 

4. At  ~10 days, mature 
nymphs stop feeding and 

drop to soil

Fruit damagePseudostem damage

Full cycle completed 
~23 – 28 days

Seasonality: Present year-round, 
increase during warm, humid 

conditions 

Adult

Immature

(Chaetanaphothrips signipennis)

Critical control:

Cycle completed on plant and in 
surrounding soil

2. Adults feed and females lay 
eggs on the plant surfaces

1. Adults move up the 
pseudostem to the bunch, 
protected underneath leaf 
sheaths and bracts. Adults 
can also be dispersed short 

distances using fringed 
wings to glide. 

6. After pupation adults (1 - 
1.5mm length) emerge 

from the soil ~8 – 10 days 
later and repeat the cycle.
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