Spider mites

Tetranychus lambi and Tetranychus urticae
(Life cycle and behaviour)

Life cycle and behaviour

Both the banana spider mite (Tetranychus
lambi) and the two-spotted mite
(Tetranychus urticae) are often simply
referred to as ‘spider mites’.

The life cycle and appearance of the banana
spider mite and the two-spotted mite are
similar. Both mites are typically found on the
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the top side in very high infestations. The leaf tissue, an indication of dead leaf cells caused by mite feeding.

main distinguishing feature between the two

types of mites is that high populations of the

two-spotted mite are always associated with webbing (similar to spiders). Webbing occurs typically on
the underside of the midrib or in severe infestations, down the leaf veins. The two-spotted mite is more
commonly found on bananas in South-East Queensland and northern NSW. By comparison, the banana
spider mite predominantly is in Far North Queensland and is also identifiable as it is more straw coloured
and lacks spots.

The straw-coloured or greenish adult banana spider mites are usually less than 0.5mm in length and are
best seen with the aid of a magnified (10X) hand lens.

The very small transparent to yellow, spherical
eggs are laid singly on the leaf surface and, upon
hatching, pass through two nymphal stages before
becoming adults. In hot conditions, the life cycle
can be as short as seven to ten days.

By comparison, the adult female of the two-spotted
mite (T. urticae) lives two to four weeks and can
lay several hundred eggs during her life. They can
build populations rapidly if conditions are
favourable.
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This factsheet has been produced as part of the National Banana Development and Extension Program which is funded by Hort Innovation, using the banana industry research and development levies and contributions from the
Australian Government. Hort Innovation is the grower-owned, not-for-profit research and development corporation for Australian horticulture. The Queensland Government has also co-funded the project through the Department of
Agriculture and Fisheries.

Horticulture Innovation Australia (Hort Innovation) and the Queensland Government make no representations and expressly disclaim all warranties (to the extent permitted by law) about the accuracy, completeness, or currency of
information in this factsheet. Reliance on any information provided by Hort Innovation and the Queensland Government is entirely at your own risk. Hort Innovation and the Queensland Government are not responsible for, and will
not be liable for, any loss, damage, claim, expense, cost (including legal costs) or other liability arising in any way (including from Hort Innovation and the Queensland Government or any other person’s negligence or otherwise)
from your use or non-use of this factsheet or from reliance on information contained in the material or that Hort Innovation and the Queensland Government provides to you by any other means.
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